Hunsbury Park Primary School - COVID Outbreak Management Plan

Hunsbury Park Primary School outbreak management plan has been updated in line with new government guidance, the school’s leadership team and
governing body are responsible that this information is communicated to all staff for their implementation. In the event of this plan being implemented,
senior leaders will act swiftly to minimise any further risk.
Introduction
The Government has made it a national priority that education and childcare settings should continue to operate as normally as possible during the COVID19 pandemic. The DfE’s published COVID Contingency Framework states that schools should have an “outbreak management plan”, outlining how they would
operate if any of the measures described in the guidance were recommended for their setting or area.
Measures affecting education and childcare may be necessary in some circumstances, for example:
•
•
•
•

•

to help manage a COVID-19 outbreak within a setting
if there is extremely high prevalence of COVID-19 in the community and other measures have failed to reduce transmission
as part of a package of measures responding to a Variant of Concern (VoC) In these cases, the Guidance also states that councils, directors of public
operational and actions for schools during the COVID-19 outbreak:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1039583/2021206_Schools_guidance_Omicro
n_review_-_FINAL.pdf
contingency framework: education and childcare settings: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-ineducation-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcaresettings?utm_source=7%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19#actions
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Prioritising education
The DfE state that “the overarching objective is to maximise the number of children and young people in face-to face education or childcare and minimise
any disruption, in a way that best manages the COVID-19 risk”.
Decision-makers should keep all measures under regular review and lift them as soon as the evidence supports doing so.
Measures affecting education and childcare settings across an area should not be considered in isolation, but as part of a broader package of measures.
Attendance restrictions should only ever be considered as a last resort.
The Government will try to give as much notice as possible of any changes to the way settings should operate.
Low case actions:
For those confirmed COVID cases that do not meet threshold – HPPS will implement the following steps in line with the latest guidance:
•
•
•
•

The HT will follow the Local Authority reporting guidance
Consideration will be given to transport and visitor contacts
Remote learning plan to be implemented for those isolating if well enough to undertake learning
School Covid Risk Assessment to be evaluated in light of any learning from new case

Outbreak actions:
Follow DfE guidance, school senior leaders would think about taking extra action if the number of positive cases substantially increases. This is because it
could indicate transmission is happening in the setting. The thresholds, detailed below, can be used by settings as an indication for when to seek public health
advice if they are concerned.
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Attendance restrictions should only ever be considered as a short-term measure and as a last resort.
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Isolation:
Those who test positive should isolate, take a confirmatory polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test, and continue to isolate if the result is positive. Schools and
colleges will need to be prepared to implement high-quality blended learning arrangements so that any child who is well enough to learn from home can do
so.
Under-18s, irrespective of their vaccination status, and double vaccinated adults will not need to self-isolate if they are a close contact of a positive case
(unless the positive case is a suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant of COVID-19). They will be strongly advised to take a PCR test and, if positive,
will need to isolate. 18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until 6 months after their 18th birthday, to allow them the opportunity to get
fully vaccinated.
Safeguarding:
Where pupils have EHCPs and cannot attend school a risk assessment will be undertaken to assess if they are safer at home or in school.
Wellbeing calls will be made regularly (in line with individual pupil risk assessments) to ensure that pupils are safe and well at home.
Meals will continue to be provided for pupils on site.
IT Access:
As part of the school remote learning plan, details will be held of who requires a device to be provided. These will be available to be collected from school or,
if there is prior warning, they will be distributed prior to class/school closures.
Part of the wellbeing calls will be to monitor this provision and pupil access to the remote learning so that support can be given as required.
Additional notes:
Following expert clinical advice and the successful rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme, people previously considered to be clinically extremely
vulnerable (CEV) will not be advised to shield again.
School staff will need to be prepared to implement high-quality blended learning arrangements so that any child who may be isolating but is well enough to
learn from home can do so.
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