
Phase 2 – Ancient Egypt
Key Vocabulary

Egyptian TimelineEarly Ancient Egypt

Hierarchy Hieroglyphics
Only people at the top of society 
could read and write like the 
pharaohs, priests and scribes. 
They used symbols on papyrus 
and all over the walls of temples 
and tombs.  Hieroglyphs are 
symbols that represent a letter 
or sound.  The Ancient Egyptian 
scribes did not write vowels like 
a, e, i, o and u. 

When were the ancient Egyptians?
Stone, Bronze and Iron 
Ages

15,000 BC

Romans

AD 43

Ancient Egypt

3,100 BC
AD 410

Anglo-Saxons Maafa

AD 1525

The Maya

2000 BC

Vikings

AD 79

Ancient Greece

776 BC

Chinese Dynasties

2070 BC

King Menes 
unites two 
Egyptian 

kingdoms to
build the 
empire of 

ancient Egypt.

c3,100 BC

The first 
pyramid is 

built.

2,640 BC

Great 
Pyramid of 

Giza is 
complete.

2,560 BC

The Great 
Sphinx is 

built.

2,520 BC

Valley of the 
Kings starts 

and
Pharaohs are 
buried with

their treasures. 

1,539 BC

Tutankhamun 
begins his 

rule.

1,332 BC

Alexander 
the Great 
conquers.

332 BC

Cleopatra 
dies.

30 BC

River Nile

Ancient Egypt used to be split into 
two different parts – Upper Egypt  
and Lower Egypt.  Some stories 
say that a ruler called Menes 
united the two
separate parts
to create one
united Egypt. 

pharaoh

soldiers

scribes

merchants

craftsmen

farmers and slaves

government officials, nobles, priests

The River Nile was very important to 
Ancient Egyptians, and they settled by 
it  when their civilisation was just 
beginning.  They used the water for: 
people to cook and wash with; growing 
edible crops; growing flax crops (linen 
for clothes); looking after animals (farm 
& pets); a supply of fish and water birds 
for eating; a transport system, using the 
papyrus plants that grew there to make 
reed boats, papyrus writing sheets, 
brushes for writing, sandals and huts 
for the poorest peasants; mud for bricks 
to build houses and grain storage 
buildings; to swim in and have fun; and 
as a barrier
to invasion.

ARCHAEOLOGIST: A person 
who studies the societies and 
peoples of the past by 
examining the remains of their 
building, tools and other 
objects.

ARTEFACT: An ornament, tool
or other object that is made by
a human being that is
historically interesting.

PHARAOH: A king of ancient 
Egypt.

SCRIBE: A person who wrote 
things such as letters or 
documents.

POLYTHEISM: Worship or 
belief in more than one god.

SHADUF: A mechanism for 
raising water, consisting of a 
pivoted pole with a bucket at 
one end and a counterweight at 
the other.

IRRIGATION: The artificial 
application of water to land to 
help crops grow.

SARCOPHAGUS: A large 
decorative container in which a 
dead body was placed in 
ancient times.


