
Phase 2 – All Around the World
Key VocabularyLines of Latitude and LongitudeHemispheres

Time Zones

Climate Change
Climate change is the name given to changes in weather and 
temperatures that pose a challenge for us now and in the future.  
These changes are a result of human activity and are not good for the 
planet.

Why is the world’s climate changing? Over the past 200 years, 
industrialisation and a huge increase in the world’s population has 
led to the increase of gases that can lead to rising temperatures 
around the world.   These include: electricity and heat, transportation, 
manufacturing and construction, agriculture (including fertilisers).

What is being affected by climate change?  Global warming is the 
main cause of climate change. The effects of climate change include: 
shrinking glaciers; rising sea levels; plant species shifting locations; 
trees and plants flowering much earlier in the year; and animal 
species becoming endangered.

Each part of the globe is called a 
hemisphere.
The top part is the Northern Hemisphere.
The bottom part is the Southern 
Hemisphere.

Lines of latitude circle the Earth from east to 
west.  These invisible lines are all the same 
distance apart. One line to the next is known 
as 1 degree.  Each degree of latitude is 
separated into smaller divisions called 
minutes.  The Equator lies at 0 degrees. 

The lines which run north and south and are 
known as lines of longitude.  These lines are 
measured in the same way as the lines of 
latitude.  Lines of longitude are not equal 
distances (equidistant) from each other. 

Time is different depending on where you are in 
the world.  The Earth is a sphere divided into 360 
degrees. The Earth turns 360 degrees in 24 hours. 
360 divided by 24 is 15 degrees, so the Earth 
turns 15 degrees each hour.  The Earth has 24 
different times zones - one for each hour in the 
day. 

EQUATOR: An imaginary line 
around the middle of the Earth 
at an equal distance from the 
North Pole and the South Pole..

HEMISPHERE: Each half of the 
earth is called a hemisphere.

TROPIC OF CANCER: The circle 
of latitude that marks the most 
northerly position at which the 
sun can be overhead.

TROPIC OF CAPRICORN: The 
most southerly latitude at 
which the sun can be directly 
overhead.

TIME ZONES: The world is 
divided into zones where the 
time is calculated as being a 
number of hours behind or 
ahead of GMT.

CLIMATE CHANGE: Changes in 
weather and temperatures that 
pose a challenge for us now 
and in the future.

ARCTIC CIRCLE: An imaginary 
line drawn around the northern 
part of the world.

ANTRACTIC CIRCLE: The 
imaginary circle drawn around 
the southern part of the world.


