
 
The Nest Provision at Hunsbury Park  

The Nest at Hunsbury Park is specialist provision for children with an Autistic Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD) diagnosis.  Children attending The Nest have an Educational Health 

Care plan, which identifies needs associated with Autism such as, sensory 

impairments, speech and language and communication needs.  

The Nest Organisation 

The Nest currently meets the needs of 20 children, from Reception to Year 2. Children 

are grouped into 3 classes: 

                              

Each class is supported by two full-time Teaching Assistants and a Class teacher.  

Children are not grouped by age group but rather by their individual abilities and 

specific needs. All classes and children in The Nest follow one of three 

Flightpaths: 

• Experiential Learners 

• Exploratory Learners  

• Structured Learners  

 

The Nest Curriculum and Assessment  

The Nest ensures that pupils are offered personalised learning from teachers who are 

well-trained in providing specialist SEND/ ASD education. The Nest is committed to 

matching teaching and learning to pedagogy and has identified learning 

Flightpaths. These Flightpaths allow teachers and support staff to identify the best 

and most successful way to address need and to deliver a rich, inclusive, befitting 

curriculum that results in outstanding outcomes.   

All Flightpaths focus on key ‘Rays of Learning’: 

• Communication  

• Social Development  

• Emotional Development  

• Physical Development  

• Independence  

 



 
• Cognition and Learning 

The Nest curriculum is highly adapted and differentiated according to need and 

pedagogy. The Curriculum Flightpaths identify the key skills and learning for children 

(intent) the methods and approaches used to deliver this (implementation) and 

different outcomes (impact.) 

Pupils are assessed using a range of statutory and non-statutory assessment 

frameworks to measure their progress through the various stages of their learning. 

Progress is updated, reported and tracked continuously through “Evidence for 

Learning “tracking system that evidences progress made from individuals starting 

points.  Each Curriculum Flightpath assessment cycle is available to view on our 

website. 

The Nest supports children to prepare for the next stages of their learning and 

adulthood by delivering a bespoke curriculum called ‘Preparation for Adulthood.’ 

This curriculum focuses around four key strands; Independent Living, Friends, 

relationships and Community Inclusion, Health and Employability. All Four strands are 

mapped across The Nest curriculum Flightpaths and assessed throughout the school 

year.  

Throughout The Nest, ASD specific approaches are used to ensure that students 

individual needs are met. Staff working in The Nest have also been trained in these 

approaches.  

 

The Nest Environment 

The Nest environment has been carefully designed and developed to ensure that is 

meets the needs of children with ASD. All areas are painted in muted tones and has 

a ‘distraction free approach.’  

Many of our children are not yet toilet trained, meaning we have two purpose-built 

hygiene rooms to support the needs of children.  



 

                                              

All classrooms are organised similarly with teaching walls, helping to store resources, 

a selection of individual work stations, group tables and role play areas.  

    

 

The Nest also has several sensory areas to support students in their development. Students 

are able to access these areas upon request both independently with a partner or as part 

of a class lesson. These areas also allow students to further develop their emotional 

regulation skills, whilst providing a safe space.            

                                               

 



 
The Nest playground is a separate, purpose- designed/ built playground for children in the 

provision. The playground has a ‘zonal’ approach, with different items to support the 

differing needs and interests of children in the provision.  

                     

                                

 

Admission to The Nest  

Referrals for admission will come from the Local Authority via a consultation.  Hunsbury 

Park then have 14 days to respond to the consultation, stating if they can meet the child’s 

needs. As part of this consultation process, staff from The Nest may visit children in their 

current provision, speak with current provisions and in some circumstances parents also.  

The consultations are considered by The Nest lead (Assistant Headteacher) and 

Headteacher to ensure that the following criteria is met: 

• All pupils must have an EHCP  

• All pupils must have a diagnosis or be on the pathway to an ASD diagnosis 

• Pupils primary need must be Social communication and Language or Sensory 

• Pupils do not have a complex medical or physical condition in association with ASD 

 

If you would like any further information regarding our Nest provision, please 

contact the Hayley Rootes (Nest lead) via the school office or via email 

(hilsley@hunsburypark.org )  

mailto:hilsley@hunsburypark.org


 
 

                                           

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       


